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of Austria in our policy. I can be convinced of your
Majesty's approval of my future labours to keep the for-
eign policy of the Empire in the direction indicated, and
to use corresponding action upon the Porte and elsewhere
at the present time, so as to lighten as far as possible, by
the diplomatic support, the difficult task which Austria,
somewhat late, it is true, has undertaken.

' More difficult at this moment are the problems of home
politics. Since the death of Cardinal Franchi my negotia-
tions with the Nuncio are completely at a standstill while
instructions are awaited from Rome. Those which the
Archbishop of Neocaesarea brought demanded the re-estab-
lishment of the status quo ante 1870 in Prussia, de facto,
if not actually by treaty. Such concessions of principle
are impossible on both sides. The Pope does not possess
the means with which to render us the required reciprocal
services. The Centre party, the press hostile to the state,
the Polish agitation, do not any of them obey the Pope,
even if his Holiness were willing to command those ele-
ments to support the government. The forces united in
the Centre party are now indeed fighting under the Papal
flag, but are in themselves hostile to the state, even if the
flag of Catholicism were to cease to cover them; their con-
nexion with the Progressives and Socialists on the basis of
hostility to the state is independent of the dispute with
the Church. In Prussia, at least, the electoral districts
in which the Centre party is recruited, with the excep-
tion of the Westphalian and Upper Silesian nobility, who
are led by the Jesuits, and by them badly brought up
on purpose, were in opposition even before the dispute
with the Church. Under these circumstances the See of

Rome cannot possibly offer us an equivalent for the con-
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